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Students will:  • Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when

writing or speaking.

• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,

punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

•Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts,

to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading 

or listening.      

•Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by

using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and 

specialized reference materials, as appropriate.

•Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in

word meanings.

Fourth Grade Quarter 4
Language
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4 L 1abc

defg

Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. (Q1-Q4)

(a). Use relative pronouns (who, 

whose, whom, which, that) and 

relative adverbs (where, when, 

why).

(b). Form and use the progressive 

(e.g., I was walking; I am walking; 

I will be walking) verb tenses.

(c). Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., 

can, may, must) to convey various 

conditions.

(d). Order adjectives within 

sentences according to 

conventional patterns (e.g., a 

small red bag rather than a red 

small bag).

(e). Form and use prepositional 

phrases.

(f). Produce complete sentences, 

recognizing and correcting 

inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.

(g). Correctly use frequently 

confused words (e.g., to, too, 

two; there, their).  (all Q1-Q4)

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

Students need regular exposure to grammar and usage through direct instruction. The 

students will have a variety of opportunities to participate in grammar and usage activities 

which increase in complexity through the year. Teachers will demonstrate the use of the 

parts of speech through modeling, identifying use in literature, and providing opportunities 

for correcting samples. Teachers and students will be aware that grammatical errors such as 

shifts in verb tense may frequently occur in student writing. Students can practice editing 

pieces to ensure consistent usage. 

Students create grammar journals for easy resource.

Teachers provide sentences, phrases or passages for students to identify and correct errors.

Teachers provide sentence-stems for students to practice correct Standard English grammar 

orally and in writing.

Teachers create word walls/resource walls of common conventions for easy resource.

Source: commoncore.org

Class Discussion/Reflective Essay       

Example: Grade 4 Unit 5

As a class, summarize what was learned in this unit as it relates to the essential question 

(“How are the earth and sky portrayed in fiction and nonfiction?”). Following the class 

discussion, write your response in your journal. Work with a partner to edit and strengthen 

your writing before sharing with your teacher. 
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Resources, & 

Assessments  
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f4th%20Grade&Folder
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4 L 2abc

d

Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. (Q1-Q4)

(a). Use correct capitalization.

(b). Use commas and 

quotation marks to mark direct 

speech and quotations from a 

text.

(c). Use a comma before a 

coordinating conjunction in a 

compound sentence.

(d). Spell grade-appropriate 

words correctly, consulting 

references as needed.  (all Q1-

Q4)

Students need regular exposure to appropriate conventions through direct instruction. The 

students will have a variety of opportunities to participate in capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling activities which increase in complexity through the year. Teachers demonstrate 

the use of the conventions through modeling, identifying use in literature, and providing 

opportunities for correcting samples. 

Students create grammar journals as an easy resource.

Teachers may write sentences, phrases or passages for students to identify and correct 

errors.

Teachers provide sentence-stems for students to practice correct Standard English grammar 

orally and in writing.

Teachers create word walls/resource walls of common conventions for easy resource.

Source: commoncore.org

Poetry/Literature Response

Example: Grade 4 Unit 4

Choose a poem or story and change the point of view from which it is written. In other 

words, if the story is in first person, rewrite it in third, or if the story is in third person, 

rewrite it in first. Alternately, choose a story to write in poetic form, or a poem to rewrite in 

story form. Discuss with a partner style of writing you prefer and why.
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f4th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f4th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f4th%20Grade&Folder


Higley Unified School District

INSTRUCTIONAL ALIGNMENT

G
rad

e

C
lu

ste
r

Stan
d

ard

Arizona’s College and 
Career Ready Standards

Explanations & Examples

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, & 

Assessments  

Fourth Grade Quarter 4
Language

4 L 3abc Use knowledge of language and 

its conventions when writing, 

speaking, reading, or listening. 

(Q1-Q4)

(a). Choose words and phrases 

to convey ideas precisely.

(b). Choose punctuation for 

effect.

(c). Differentiate between 

contexts that call for formal 

English (e.g., presenting ideas) 

and situations where informal 

discourse is appropriate (e.g., 

small-group discussion). (ALL 

Q1-Q4)

Class Discussion

Example: Grade 4 Unit 5

Let’s compare and contrast how the earth and sky are treated in Native American stories 

and other texts. Look back in the stories and poems we’ve read for specific lines or 

paragraphs in order to find specific details.
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4 L 4abc Determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 4 

reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of 

strategies.  (Q1-Q4)

(a). Use context (e.g., 

definitions, examples, or 

restatements in text) as a clue 

to the meaning of a word or 

phrase.

(b). Use common, grade-

appropriate Greek and Latin 

affixes and roots as clues to 

the meaning of a word (e.g., 

telegraph, photograph, 

autograph).

(c). Consult reference materials 

(e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the 

pronunciation and determine 

or clarify the precise meaning 

of key words and phrases.

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

Students  create multiple-meaning webs for common words or phrases (e.g., run, pin, brief, 

base)

Students segment multi-syllabic words into meaningful parts or build multi-syllabic words.

Students create a web showing new words formed from a known Latin and Greek affixes 

(struct:  construct, construction, destruction, etc).

Students use illustrations or graphics to determine the meaning of unknown word.

Students use glossaries or student-friendly dictionaries to look up the word.

Source: commoncore.org

Word Study

Example: Grade 4 Unit 5

Let’s examine words that describe the earth and sky. As an individual and as a class, keep an 

index card file of new words learned in this unit (i.e., astronaut, astronomer, constellation, 

eclipse, etc.). Keeping the words on index cards will allow you to use and sort the words by 

spelling feature, root words, prefixes, and suffixes. Find prefixes (astro-) and suffixes (-

ologist, -ology) and discuss how the prefixes and suffixes add clues to the part of speech and 

meaning of the words. Consult reference materials to confirm pronunciations and clarify the 

meaning of the words and phrases. (Note: This will be an ongoing activity all year long.)In 

addition, you may be asked to create an individual semantic map of related words in order 

to help you explore understanding of the interconnectedness of words related to the earth 

and sky.
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4 L 6 Acquire and use accurately 

grade-appropriate general 

academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, including 

those that signal precise 

actions, emotions, or states of 

being (e.g., quizzed, whined, 

stammered) and that are basic 

to a particular topic (e.g., 

wildlife, conservation, and 

endangered when discussing 

animal preservation). (Q1-Q4)

Students highlight specific academic or Strand words and phrases in selected text.

Teachers explicitly teach signal words (e.g., in conclusion, however, in addition) academic 

words (e.g., identify, illustrate, retrieve) and strand-specific words (e.g., hypothesis, 

photosynthesis, volcano). Teachers create focus walls to emphasize different categories of 

words (signal, academic, strand-specific).

Source: commoncore.org

Multimedia Presentation

Example: Grade 4 Unit 6

As a class, summarize what was learned in this unit as it relates to the essential question 

(“How does what we read teach us about heroism?”).Then, work with a classmate to revise 

and edit your unsung hero nomination (see above) to include as many new vocabulary 

words, phrases, and figurative language descriptions as make sense. Add audio recording 

and visual displays to enhance the impact of the nomination. Add your presentation to a 

class webpage. As a culmination, host a ceremony where students share their presentations 

with each other about unsung heroes.
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